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Our Mission & Belief 
                                                           

 

                                                                
                                                                     

                                                                               Our Mission: 

 

                               Strengthening our community through excellence in education. 
                                                              

                                                                                Our Beliefs: 
 

All people have value and deserve respect. 

 Education involves a partnership among educators, parents, students and the community.  

High expectations lead to high performance.  

All people will learn with appropriate opportunity and support. 

 People learn and develop at different rates and in different ways. 

 All people share in the responsibility for their learning.  

Education is ever changing and progressive.  

All students will leave the Woodland Park School District as productive, responsible 

citizens.

 

 
 

                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 



 

Curriculum Overview  
 

The curriculum used for the preschool program is the Creative Curriculum for Preschool 6th Edition. The Creative  

Curriculum is a comprehensive, research-based curriculum that are based on the following five fundamental 

principles:  

 

1. Positive interactions and relationships with adults provide a critical foundation for 

successful learning.  

2. Social-emotional competence is a significant factor in school success.  

3. Constructive, purposeful play supports essential learning.  

4. The physical environment affects the type and quality of learning interactions.  

5. Teacher-family partnerships promote development and learning.  

The Creative Curriculum for Preschool is a research-based curriculum that enhances social, emotional, physical, 
cognitive and language development. It balances both teacher directed and child initiated learning while responding 
to children's learning styles and building on their strengths, and identifies the knowledge, skills, and concepts that are 
important for preschool children to acquire in the following areas:  

 
• Approaches to Learning  

• Social and Emotional Development  

• Language and Communication  

• Literacy  

• Mathematics Development  

• Scientific Reasoning  

• Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development  

 

The following five areas focus on content learning and support the learning of early learning standards:  

Literacy  Mathematics Science Technology Social Studies &  Arts  

Our goal is to address the needs of the whole child by enhancing their social- emotional, physical, cognitive, and 

language development. There are 36 objectives that are organized into nine areas of development and learning.  

 

The first four areas focus on the major areas of child growth and development:  

 

Social-Emotional Development: 

1. Regulates own emotions and behaviors               

2. Establishes and sustains positive relationships  

3. Participates cooperatively and constructively in 

group situations  

Cognitive Development:               

1. Positive approaches to learning  

2. Remembers and connects experiences  

3. Uses classification skills  

4. Uses symbols and images to represent something not 

present  

Physical Development:                

1. Demonstrates traveling skills  

2. Demonstrates balancing skills  

3. Demonstrates gross-motor manipulative skills  

4. Demonstrates fine-motor strength and coordination  

 

Language Development  

1. Listens to and understands increasingly complex 

language  

2. Uses language to express thoughts and needs  

3. Uses appropriate conversational and other 

communication skills  

 



 

Teaching Strategies GOLD 

 

The assessment system used in the preschool program is Teaching  

Strategies GOLD. The assessment system is linked to the curriculum  

and aligned to the NJ Preschool Teaching and Learning Standards for  

Preschool and the NJ Student Learning Standards for Kindergarten. It is  

based on a progression of learning and development and provides  

preschool teachers with an opportunity to collect authentic assessment  

data while children are interacting in a natural environment.  

 

Curriculum Overview continued…  

Our program provides periods of time when children select activities 

to practice among the rich choices teachers have prepared in various 

learning centers in the classroom. Learning centers are aligned with 

the curriculum and include specific materials and supplies to  

enhance learning. The learning centers provide opportunities for 

children to reinforce skills and discover new information through the 

manipulation of real, concrete and relevant materials. The centers 

also invite children to direct their own play.  

Play is the 

work of children and the basic way in which  

young children gain knowledge. Just as elementary  

teachers use instructional techniques for teaching, our  

preschool teachers plan opportunities for spontaneous  

play, guided play, directed play, or investigative play to  

teach new skills and concepts. Our preschool program is  

designed to encourage learning through play, hands-on  

activities, and small and large group discovery time.  

                                              

 

                     

                   

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/preschool/docs/PreschoolTeachingandLearningStandards.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/preschool/docs/PreschoolTeachingandLearningStandards.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/education/earlychildhood/preschool/docs/PreschoolTeachingandLearningStandards.pdf


 

Sample Preschool Schedule  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

                                                  

 

      

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8:40-8:55  Student Arrival/ Handwashing/Attendance 

9:00-9:20  Morning Meeting - Large Group Lesson 

9:20-9:40  Small Group Lesson 

9:40-10:45  Centers/Free Choice 

10:45-10:55  Clean Up 

10:55-11:30  Outside/Gross Motor 

11:30-11:40  Handwashing 

11:40-12:05 Lunch 

12:05-12:15 Handwashing 

12:15-1:15 Rest/Quiet Activities 

1:15-1:40 Read Aloud 

1:40-2:30 Centers/Small Groups/Snack 

2:30-2:40 Clean Up 

2:40-2:55 Large Group/Dismissal 



 

                              School Hours for locations!  

School 1  
8:40 am - 2:40 pm - Pre K 4 Students  

8:55 am - 2:55 pm - Pre K 3 Students  
 

Charles Olbon School & ECC  
8:40 am - 2:40 pm - Pre K 4 & Pre K 3 Students  

 
         
        Early Dismissal Days/ Delayed openings  
  

                                   School #1 - Early Dismissal 

  12:40 pm - Pre K-4 Students  
  12:55 pm - Pre K-3 Students  

 
                                        CO & ECC - Early Dismissal 
                                       12:40pm Pre 3 & Pre K-4 Students  

                 
   School 1 - Delayed Opening 
   10:00am - Pre K-4 Students  
   10:15am - Pre K-3 Students   

                      
CO & ECC- Delayed Opening 

     10:00am - Pre K-3 & Pre K-4 Students  

 
 
 
School Closings  

Please stay informed by regularly checking the school district website. Our district’s automated phone notification 
system will send information regarding early dismissal dates, delayed openings and/or school closings. Please make 
sure the school has your most up-to-date phone numbers! When it is necessary to close schools because of extreme 
weather or other reasons, you will be notified through our automated system. Please have a plan in place in the event 
that your child has to be picked up early due to illness, injury, or school emergency. Someone must be available to 
pick up when directed in a 30-minute timeframe.  

 

 

 

 
Attendance & Lateness  



 

 
Research shows that preschoolers who miss 10% or more of the school year arrive at kindergarten 

with lower levels of school readiness skills.  

Prompt, regular attendance is essential to the child’s success in the program. Parents and caregivers are expected to 
foster these good habits. Please notify the school when your child is going to be late for school, absent from school, 
or has been exposed to a contagious disease/virus.  

Absences:  
● If your child is absent, a phone call to the school nurse is required.  

● After three (3) consecutive absences, a doctor’s note is required.  

● If your child is absent from school five (5) times in one month without notifying the school, the preschool social 
worker or Preschool Intervention and Referral Specialist (PIRS) will contact you. As per New Jersey State 
Law, if any child enrolled in a school district has an unexcused absence for five (5) consecutive days, the 
attendance officer and/or preschool social worker and/or PIRS shall investigate the absence and notify the 
Director of Early Childhood or/and Principal.  

● Failure to establish regular attendance may result in a home visit.  

● For cumulative unexcused absences of ten (10) or more days, parents will be required to attend a mandatory 
attendance meeting. Designated school staff can offer assistance and community resources to help establish 
regular attendance.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Dress Code  

The preschool program follows the school district’s BOE approved dress code policy:  



 

● Shirts – polo collared, long or short sleeve- solid color only (navy or maroon)  

● Sweaters/Sweatshirts – solid color only (navy or maroon)  

● Pants - chinos or dress pants - solid color only (khaki or navy)  
● Shorts, Skirts or Dresses – solid color only (khaki or navy), shorts same style as chinos. Please 
Note: Skirts and jumpers- solid color (khaki or navy) and shorts must be worn underneath.  

● Shoes – must be closed toe and closed heel back shoes or sneakers (no crocs or sandals). 

Dress reminders:  

● Please label all sweaters, jackets, coats, school bags, backpacks, etc. with your child’s name. Often a 
child will have a garment identical to someone else's in the classroom.  
● Your child will need at least one seasonably appropriate change of clothing which will include – a top, pants, 
underwear and a pair of socks. The clothing must be placed in a large Ziploc bag and labeled with your child’s 
name.  
● We encourage our students to use the bathroom independently so be mindful that belts and overalls can be 
difficult to maneuver. Toilet training is on-going for those students who are not yet independent.  

● If potty training, please provide any diapers or pull-ups your child will need for the week..  

● On Fridays, students are allowed to dress in School Spirit Wear sold by the Home and School 
Association (HSA).  
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

Health and Wellness  
 

All preschool students must have proof of a current physical examination and proof of immunization prior to the first 
day of school.  

Assistance is provided to students who become ill or injured during the school day. In case of an emergency, the 

parent/guardian and/or physician will be notified immediately. Please be sure that phone numbers and 

emergency contacts are always up-to-date. We need to be able to reach you if there is an emergency with your 



 

child. Be sure to have a back-up plan for your child when he/she is sick (grandparent, family member, friend, 

neighbor, etc). It is your responsibility to pick up your child when they are sick.  

Absences  
● Must be reported to the nurse by 8:00am. Please give your child’s name, teacher’s name and the reason for 

the absence.  

● If your child has a fever of 100.0 degrees or more, he/she cannot return to school until fever free for 24 hours 

without the use of any medication to reduce the fever.  

● If your child has diarrhea or vomiting, he/she cannot return to school until free of these symptoms for  24 hours.   

● Please schedule dentist and doctor appointments after school hours.                                      

Influenza (Flu) Vaccine Requirement  

Per NJ state Law N.J.A.C. 8:57-4.2, all students under the age of five must receive a flu vaccine between 

September 1st and December 31st each year. Students who have not received the vaccine will be excluded from 

the program.  

Healthy Habits - your child Should:  

● Know how to blow their nose and use tissues when needed  

● Cough/sneeze into their elbow  

● Get a good night’s rest (10-11 hours per night)  

● Eat a healthy breakfast  

Lead Levels  

Due to the complications high lead levels in young children may cause, the New Jersey Department of Health 

recommends that parents/guardians be informed regarding the lead levels in their children. Please arrange for 

your pediatrician to share your child’s lead level test results with the school nurse. Contact our school nurse for 

more information.  

 

                                                     

Please keep in contact with the nurse regarding any changes in your child’s health. All forms are available on 

the district website under the Label: health office.  

Medications  

All medications must be FDA approved and prescribed by a doctor in order for your child to receive medication 

during school hours. A parent must bring the medication in the original container with a note from the doctor 

stating the diagnosis, the dosage, the time the medicine is to be given, and the possible side effects in order for 

your child to receive medication during school hours. Medication must be in the original container with the child's 



 

name on it. Ask the school nurse for the medication authorization form. Over the counter medicines, including 

lip balm and cough drops, are not allowed in school without a doctor’s order.  

● Asthma medications require use of the Asthma Action Plan.  

● Epipens require the use of the FARE Plan.  

● Seizure medications require use of the Seizure Action Plan.  

● All other medications require the use of the Medication Authorization Form. 

Oral Health  

Daily oral health is important to the health of a child. Children who experience pain due to tooth decay have 

difficulty concentrating in school. Dental screenings are provided by a dental professional each year. A permission 

slip will be sent home when screenings are scheduled. Please return a completed permission slip if you would 

like your child to participate in this program.  

Sleep  

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends 10 to 13 hours of sleep for children ages 3-5. All preschool 

classes nap for one hour. Not all children sleep during this time. Please communicate with your child’s teacher 

about your child’s napping habits. This will help you determine an appropriate bedtime for your child.  

Please keep your child home when the following symptoms are observed:  

1. Fever or chills- Child should be fever free for 24 hours without the aid of medication before returning to 

school.  

2. Eye infection- Child must have a doctor’s note and be on medication for at least 24 hours before returning to 

school.  

3. Sore throat/Strep throat/Earache  

4. Nausea or vomiting-Keep your child home if there have been any instances within the last 24 hours. 5.  

6. Rashes- Seek medical advice for rashes that are contagious or of unknown origin.  

7. Diarrhea- Keep your child home if there have been any instances within the last 24 hours. 

 8. Head lice- Child must be checked by the school nurse before returning to school.  

9. Cold symptoms- Symptoms that cause discomfort to your child such as persistent cough and runny nose may 

indicate the need to stay home. 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
General Information  



 

 

Arrival and dismissal time communication  
A teacher is designated as the arrival-time greeter. If you wish to share something at this time, please mention it to the 

teacher and he/she will set up another time to talk or will arrange to talk with you at that time. In-person and phone 

discussions can always be set up. You may also email in the morning and mention the email to the teacher at arrival 

time in case he/she has not yet seen the email. We always want to share information, but not in the presence of the 

child.  

If the teacher has something to share individually with you at the end of the day, he/she will ask other teachers in the 
classroom to supervise your child or will give you a call or email you to discuss or set up another time to meet.  

Birthdays  
We understand that birthdays are very exciting for our preschoolers. We will recognize birthdays and make students 
feel extra special on their birthdays. However, for the safety of our children, please avoid bringing in food/snack 
items. We will not be able to distribute them to students. If you want to send something in, we recommend items 
such as pencils and erasers. Please see the Nurse’s District Letter here.  

Change of information  
If you need to change your phone number(s) and/ any contact information, you must update this information in the 

parent portal and contact the school’s office.  

Child Custody Documentation  
Parents and/or guardians must present Official Court Orders to the main office of the preschool location your child 

attends.  

Community bulletin board  
We post upcoming community events on the bulletin board in the front foyer. We also include 
some of these items in our weekly newsletter; these may include concerts, storytelling, and 
theater for children.  

Conferences  
There are two parent-teacher conferences a year. The dates for conferences are determined by the 
preschool location your child attends. Please note that Charles Olbon preschool students have conferences on the same 
date as Charles Olbon Elementary students. Please refer to the Woodland Park District School Calendar.  
 
The first is in the fall. At this time, the teacher and the parents meet to share information about the child. A family 
conference form is filled out that includes goals for the child for the school year. The second conference is conducted 
in the spring. At this time, the teachers and the parents take a look at how the child is progressing developmentally, 
using Teaching Strategies Gold. Plans are made together on how to assure continued overall development and a written 
form is shared with the parents at each conference.  

Developmental Screening  
Developmental screening is a way to identify potential developmental and instructional needs. It provides educators 
information about the various aspects of a child’s development, such as language, cognition, perception, and motor  

 

development. The WPSD Preschool administers the NJ state approved Early Screening Inventory (ESI-R) tool within 
the first 45 days of a child’s first day of school. If there is a need for additional services based on the results of the 
screening, then a meeting will be conducted with parents.   

Emails  
Each teacher has an email address. Parents may email the teachers if there is a concern that they would like to share, 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ic9-8T4qSxSwyY7C0aXFnz9Lfn__-MUKBmzmP65Aw_M/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.fridayparentportal.com/portal/security/login.cfm
https://www.wpschools.org/cms/lib/NJ01001331/Centricity/Domain/1/WP%20Schools%20Calendar%2023-24%20rev%207-20.pdf


 

to request an in-person or telephone conference, and to share any information that they think is important for the 
teachers to know. Families may email them at any time for information, to express concerns, etc.  

Facilitating the child’s transition  
When your child is staying in the Preschool Program for another year, the teachers share any pertinent information 
with the incoming teachers in order to help orient them to the needs and interests of each child. If your child will be 
transitioning to Kindergarten, we provide families with information about the district's Kindergarten process. In 
addition, the Preschool Teacher fills out the appropriate Kindergarten Transition Form and meets with the 
Kindergarten Teachers to discuss the form. Our goal is to ensure that each child is comfortable and ready to move on 
to the next class assignment.  

Home Language Policy  
We make every effort to communicate with children and families whose primary language is not English. Parents are 
asked to share words in their home language with their child’s teacher to help make their child feel more comfortable 
in the classroom. Teachers will attempt to label some of the classroom materials in the home language of the students. 
Parents are also encouraged to share books or other materials in their home language with the class. Non-English 
speaking parents are encouraged to bring with them someone who can help interpret and translate questions, concerns, 
and documents.  

Meals and Snacks  
Each day the children have a fun time together around the table as they snack. Snack time teaches patience, 
manners, independence, and language development.  

When packing your child’s snack, please place it in a lunchbox.  

Please send your child to school with healthy snacks, no “junk food”. We define  

junk food as any food that is high in fat, sugar and/or salt and low in nutritional  

value. Some examples include candy, chips, cookies, cake, donuts, etc.  

Please provide foods that are prepared in a way that is easy for your child to handle  

independently. Please send food in small, manageable portions. All foods should be  

prepared so that they are ready to eat, such as cut into small pieces, peeled etc. 
 
Examples of healthy snacks: 

- Fruits. Apple slices, canned fruit, applesauce, fresh seasonal fruit by itself or with 
yogurt, cottage cheese or ricotta cheese, dried fruits like raisins. 

- Vegetables. Baby carrots, fresh vegetables with a low-fat dip, 100% vegetable juice, soft cooked 
vegetables with hummus or yogurt, grilled cheese and tomato sandwiches, or cheese and veggie 
quesadillas. 

- Grains.  cereals, graham crackers, wheat crackers, bread or bagels with cream cheese spreads, hummus. 
- Proteins. Tuna salad, hard-boiled eggs, bean dip, pita pocket filled with lean sliced meat or tuna, muffins 

or pita bread topped with grated cheese or lean cuts of meat. 
- Dairy. Cheeses, yogurt, flavored low-fat milk, cottage cheese with fruit. 

Medical Home  
 
A medical home is a trusting partnership between you, your child, and your pediatric primary health care team. Your 

pediatrician can help you and your child access and coordinate specialty care, other health care and educational 

services, in and out of home care, family support, and other public/private community services that are important to 

the overall well-being of you and your child. Visit the AAP's National Center for Medical Home Implementation site 

to learn more about the importance of a medical home for you and your family.  

 



 

Newsletter  
Please check your child’s folder on Fridays for your teacher’s weekly newsletter! Newsletters will begin after Back to 

School Night.  

Parent Resource Binder  
We maintain a binder that includes information about services for children and families such as physical health, mental 

health, oral health, nutrition, parenting and children’s programs, assessment, and educational services. This resource 

can be accessed by the family from our Community Parent Involvement Specialist (CPIS) or in conjunction with 

planning with the child’s teacher and preschool principal. Our CPIS will help locate, contact and use these community 

resources to support the needs and interests of the children and the families.  

 

Playground Safety and Physical Activity  
Outdoor play is an important part of a child’s physical development and provides learning opportunities different 
from the indoor environment. Adequate supervision in a safe environment allows children to explore more freely. 
Play in a safe outdoor environment promotes good health and reduces the risk of injury to children and staff. A 
playground safety checklist is performed daily to ensure that there are no hazards and for the health and safety of all 
children.  

Parent Workshops  
Families are provided health and safety workshops and/or resources in topics that include: preventive health care, 
mental/behavioral health issues, nutrition and obesity, medication administration policies and procedures, oral health 
practices, communicable disease prevention.  

Project CHILD FIND  
Project CHILD FIND is a free referral service and public awareness campaign to assist in the identification of 
unserved/underserved children with a delay or disability from birth through twenty one years of age. In addition, 
Project CHILD FIND develops and distributes information to the public about early intervention services and special 
education programs throughout New Jersey. Information through Project CHILD FIND may be obtained by calling 
the toll free number, 1-800-322-8174, which is in service 7 days a week, 24 hours a day. All calls received are 
confidential.  

 

Rest Time  
(rest time will not be a part of the half-day schedule,)  
Your child will have an hour rest period daily and a cot is provided by the school district. It is 
recommended to send in a FITTED CRIB SHEET which will be put on your child’s cot daily. It 
is also recommended to provide a light-weight child size blanket. DO NOT SEND A PILLOW 
or STUFFED ANIMAL. Relaxing music will be played and the lights will be turned off. If your child does not fall 
asleep, they will stay on the cot to relax with a quiet activity. The sheet and blanket should be sent to school every 
Monday in your child’s backpack and will be sent home every Friday or the last day of the week to be laundered. 

 

Screen time  



 

One hour a day or less of screen time is recommended for preschool age children.  

 

Security Desk  
Families will sign their child in/out at the check in desk and/ or security desk. The security officer or other designated 

school personnel will check the identification of parents and guardians prior to releasing a child. Please have your 

identification with you upon entering the school building foyer.  

Toys  
Toys from home should NEVER be sent to school unless requested by your child’s teacher for a “Show and Tell” 

event.  

 

Website  
The School #1, Charles Olbon School, and ECC websites have information about weekly changes on the homepage. 
Check the class newsletters every week to see what will be happening in your child's class.  

 
Withdrawal from Program  
If you need to withdraw your child from the preschool program, please contact the school secretary to fill out a 
transfer card. As per New Jersey State Law, you will be asked to provide your forwarding address and the name and 
location of the next school your child will be attending.

 
 

     
 
                                     Partnerships 

 
★ Preschool HSA 

                 President/s: Angela Apolito                       
       Vice President/s: Nicole Orgo & Stacy Teran 
         Secretary: Jamie Zummo & Nicole Casazza 
 Treasurer/s: Arianna Rodriguez & Sabrina Wellins 

★ Alfred H. Baumann Free Public Library 
Mrs. Linda Hoffman – Library Director  

★ SNAC (Special Needs Advisory Committee)  



 

Maria Billson - President  

 

 
 
 
 

School and parent partnerships are the key to every child’s successful school experience!

 
 
 
 

                           Preschool Instructional Coach     
    

  What does a PIC Do?  
● Visit classrooms on a regular basis to coach and provide feedback to teachers to improve teaching practices 

through the reflective cycle  

● Support a high level of curriculum implementation  

● Coordinate and provide professional development for all Early Childhood staff  

● Provide individualized follow-up to support teachers  
● Confer regularly with the Preschool Intervention and Referral Team to discuss how to support teachers and 
parents with children who have challenging behaviors  

● Coordinate and provide parent training  

Kim Leary, PIRS  Kleary@wpschools.org   
               

                        Community Parent Involvement Specialist  
 

mailto:Kleary@wpschools.org


 

The Community Parent Involvement Specialist (CPIS) enhances and supports family involvement in the 

preschool program. Through workshops, support groups and family activities, the CPIS strives to make each 

family’s preschool experience a positive and rewarding one. There is a need to convey to the community the 

importance of high quality preschool as the foundation of lifelong learning. Recruiting volunteers helps bring 

community members into our school and opens awareness about our high quality program. Volunteers provide 

positive role models for our students. These volunteers are from various organizations within our community. 

The CPIS addresses parental concerns by collaborating with staff, finding out facts, leading informative 

meetings and implementing workshops. Guest speakers are invited to provide information and updates for 

upcoming events. The CPIS also chairs the Parent Involvement Committee. Parent/family activities are planned 

and implemented to enhance the school - home relationship. The CPIS facilitates the early enrollment of new 

registrants and assists in the preschool orientation workshops to help families and children get acquainted with 

their new school environment.  

 
Ana Maria Rosado, Social Worker (CPIS) Arosado@wpschools.org   

 
Preschool Intervention and Referral Specialist  

(PIRS)  
What does a PIRS do?  
The PIRS is the coach, a single individual who has early childhood experience, providing support to preschool 
teachers to implement the Pyramid Model of behavioral support. PIRS conduct classroom observations using 
the TPOT (Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool). As needed, the PIRS consults with a team of experts on the 
PIRS. The primary role of the PIRS is to provide support and suggested interventions to teachers and teacher 
assistants so that all children can succeed within the general education classroom. PIRS does not provide direct 
services to children. PIRS provides on-going professional development for stakeholders and support teachers 
in documenting children’s behavior. In addition, PIRS coordinates data from ESI-R screenings and creates, 
implements, and progress monitors PIRS intervention plan for each child with an RFA.  

katelynn urgo, Pirs Kurgo@wpschools.org 
Jenna Keller jkeller@wpschools.org  
 

                                              Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying  

                                                           (HIB)  

In accordance with the law, the following staff members have been appointed to anti-bullying positions. 

 

Jamie Katzenberger 

jkatzenberger@wpschools.org 

973-317-7786 

 

Anti-Bullying Specialist and Guidance Counselor 

Danielle Sanducci (formerly Indri) 

dsanducci@wpschools.org 

973-317-7783 

 

 

                                                    Preschool District Social Worker  

mailto:Arosado@wpschools.org
mailto:Kurgo@wpschools.org
mailto:jkeller@wpschools.org


 

The Preschool District Social Worker works with preschool families. Families are assisted in identifying 
resources such as housing, food, heat/energy assistance, counseling, and many other services to help meet their 
news. Please contact our social worker at the contact information below to request social worker assistance.  

Ana Maria rosado  

Social Workers  

(973) 317-7768  

ARosado@wpschools.org   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRESCHOOL INTERVENTION & REFERRAL SPECIALIST (PIRS)  

PIRS is composed of individuals who offer support to classroom teachers by planning strategies, 
adapting teaching practices and making modifications that assist with students of all developmental 
stages. The teacher discusses concerns with parents prior to requesting PIRS support and this contact is 
ongoing throughout the school year.  

Listed below are everyday positive behavior supports that each classroom implements to help support 
and guide students in this process:  

● Problem-solving and conflict-resolution methods are ingrained in daily activities.  

● Expectations are communicated with students.  

● Behavior triggers are anticipated and avoided.  

● Hurtful behaviors are stopped.  

● Positive limits for the students are set.  

● Self-regulation experiences are provided.  

● Consistent routines are maintained and students are prepared in advance of any changes.  

Even with these preventive measures in place, situations may arise that require additional attention:  

     ● Parents are contacted.  

● Administration is included and involved on an individual basis.  

● A meeting is held with the parents and team members to discuss concerns.  
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● An action plan is created.  

● If little to no improvement is made, alternative options are discussed.  

Revisions to this process are made as needed.  

katelynn urgo, Pirs  
Kurgo@wpschools.org   
 
Jenna Keller 
jkeller@wpschools.org  

Christina Dizzia, Preschool Behaviorist  
cdizzia@wpschools.org   

ana maria rosado, Social Worker  
(973) 317-7768  

Arosado@wpschools.org   

Kim Leary, PIC  
Kleary@wpschools.org   

Mireya Gutierrez  
Director of Early Childhood Education  

(973) 317-7771  
mgutierrez@wpschools.org   

                                   Special Services  

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act is the primary federal program that authorizes state 
and local aid for special education and related services for children with disabilities.  

New Jersey Administrative Code for special education (N.J.A.C. 6A:14) and the federal Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act of 2004 (IDEA 2004) are laws that ensure children with disabilities 
a free, appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment. An important part of these 
laws provides parents with the right to participate in their children’s education.  

The special education process is initiated with a written referral. A referral is a written request for an 
evaluation that is given to the school district when a child is suspected of having a disability and 
might need special education and/or related services. Parents, school personnel, or any agencies 
concerned with the welfare of students, including the New Jersey Department of Education, can make 
referrals. If you believe that your child may have a disability, you may refer your child for an 
evaluation by submitting a written request to your school district.  

Decisions regarding your child’s special education needs are made at meetings. As the parent of a 
child who has or may have a disability, you have the right to participate in meetings and make 
determinations regarding the following:  

● Identification (decision to evaluate);  

● Evaluation (nature and scope of assessment procedures);  
● Classification (determination of whether your child is eligible for special education and related 
services);  
● Development and review of your child’s individualized education program (IEP);  
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● Educational placement of your child’ and  

● Reevaluation of your child  

To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities are education with children who are 
not disabled and special classes, separate schooling or other removal of children with disabilities 
from the regular educational environment occurs only when the nature and severity of the disability 
is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be 
achieved satisfactorily.  

Parents or guardians of educationally disabled or potentially disabled students should feel free to 
contact the Department of Special Services.  

Giovanna Irizarry, Director of Special Education and Student services  
GIrizarry@wpschools.org   

Rita Pascrell, Secretary to Director of Special Education  
(973) 317-7762  
RPascrell@wpschools.org  

 
 
 

Student Code of Conduct  

We understand that all behaviors at this age, positive and negative, have a function. Children 
exhibiting inappropriate behaviors are usually trying to escape something (i.e. an activity such as 
circle time) or to obtain something (i.e. a toy or attention from a classmate or teacher). It is important 
to our teaching staff that we determine the reason for a child’s behavior so that we can teach an 
appropriate replacement skill to help the child get his/her desired result.  

Our early childhood teachers will take the time to speak with students about their feelings that led 
to the inappropriate behavior. Preschoolers will be encouraged to use their words to express their 
feelings and solve their problems. Staff will help students verbalize their feelings and facilitate 
conflict resolution and problem-solving when necessary. Preschool staff use a variety of age-
appropriate, research-based behavior intervention strategies including:  

● Maintaining realistic expectations of children  
● Providing clear and simple limits  
● Preventive practices  
● Modeling appropriate behaviors  
● Positive redirection  
● Conflict resolution /problem-solving techniques  
● Providing logical and natural consequences for children’s actions  
● Removing children from the situation until individual counseling is possible  

Preschool teaching staff strive to maintain consistent and open communication with families 
regarding the progress of their students. You may be notified of minor behavioral incidents in the 
following ways: email, telephone, written communication or in person. Should a child’s behavior 
become a consistent problem, the parents/guardians will be contacted to schedule a conference. 
Referral to the Preschool Intervention and Referral Team (PIRT) for further assistance and 
intervention strategies may be required.  
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STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT DISTRICT POLICY (LIVE LINK ON LIVE WEBPAGE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tips  

It is not unusual for a child to become teary when separating from a parent in an unfamiliar situation. 
Remember, this is a new environment with new faces. A child is bound to feel a little uncomfortable. 
Be encouraging. Your smile, eyes and body language communicate a lot. If a child senses any type of 
apprehension on your part, this enhances their own feeling of uncertainty.  

It is important, all throughout the school year, that you inform the teachers of any changes before they 
happen (ex. one parent has to take a trip, illness/hospitalization in the family, changes in the family 
make up, parents changing jobs, etc.) Changes that may seem routine or ordinary to an adult are 
regarded as unusual by a young child who has not had as many years of experience in dealing with 
change. These changes and others often lead to different behavior in the room. We can work better with 
your child if we are aware of the changes at home.  

We understand that there will be days when your child has a doctor’s or other appointment that means 
arriving late or leaving early. We strongly urge you to make your appointments early or late in the day. 
When children arrive at transitions, lunch or nap time, or are taken out and returned in the middle of 
the day, it often negatively affects the rest of their day. They are aware of what they have missed and 
often have difficulty with the rest of their day.  

Choices are offered in our preschool classrooms to encourage children to make good decisions and to 
take responsibility for their actions. Teachers assist the children with gentle reminders or redirection.  

Positive strategies that are used in our preschool classrooms and are also effective in the home are:  

• Setting clear, consistent rules helps children learn what is expected of them (i.e. “Blocks are for 
building, balls are for throwing”).  

• Using short, simple phrases helps children to focus on what is important (i.e. “indoor voices,” “Chairs 
are for sitting”).  

• Establishing reasonable, predictable routines helps children to feel secure and to begin to manage 
their own behavior (i.e. “First we clean up the blocks and then we can read a story”).  

• Giving limited choices supports children’s independence and can reduce power struggles (i.e. “Do 
you want to put your coat on by yourself, or do you want me to help you?”).  
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Too many choices can be overwhelming and actually increase frustration for young children. 

          
 

• Using natural consequences helps children better understand cause and effect relationships (i.e. “If you  
throw sand again, you will need to leave the sandbox”).  

• Teaching children problem-solving skills supports their creativity and independence (i.e. “I see two      children 

who both want the same stroller. What can we do? Hmm, maybe we can find another             stroller!”). When 

adults model these skills by thinking aloud, children can be encouraged to make suggestions and begin to learn 

how to solve problems by using their words.  

• Acknowledging children’s feelings can help to defuse conflicts and develop empathy (i.e. “Hitting hurts. I 
can see that you want the truck, but I can’t let you hurt your friend.”).  

• Addressing the behavior, not the child, helps children learn what is and is not acceptable without damaging 
their self-esteem (i.e. children are never “bad” even when a particular action might not be appropriate).  

• Praising desired behaviors motivates children to keep on trying since they know that we are paying attention 
to their efforts (i.e. “You used your words to ask for a turn with the bike!”).  

• Gentle redirection keeps the focus on the positive and reduces the risk of a power struggle. Some useful 
techniques include: Distraction: “Let’s go look at the fish.”  

Humor: Appealing to children’s sense of humor can quickly reduce tensions and help lay the foundation for 
creative problem-solving.  

Motivation: “Where does your coat go?” rather than “Hang up your coat.” Pretending you forgot where the coat 
goes often thrills young children.  

Novelty: Singing, whispering or using a silly voice to get children’s attention can work wonders.  

• Ignoring temper tantrums and waiting until the child is calm enough to talk will help both adult and child find 
a more effective way to address the problem. When children are completely upset, they will not understand 
rational arguments or consequences. By modeling self-control, adults help children learn to better regulate their 
own emotions.  

 

 
 


